Study and
conservation of
cranes in Poland.
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The main aims of presentation

*Breeding population

Non breeding population

*Migratory population ol S A
*Main treats for crane§.gp sieegmg pla.ces and .

feedmgagnoynds ;S SOLITES R
“Legal and adctive protectlon
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Breeding population In
Poland

1970 — 1980 - 700-900 pairs
1980-1990 - 2 300-2 600 pairs
At the end of the past century - 5000 and 6009 palrs E
Betweép 200;1-21396‘ '»'th‘é ‘ﬁuh’fﬁer of breedlng pairs
=|ncréhsq';¢ 40 or even 12000.

Between 2001-2006 the increase of number of
anes during a year came to 5% on the averac
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.0 ' 1.area of widespread nestling of crane

AD 2 2 area of isolated nestling places




the Northérn part of the Warmia and Mazury

| @ district.

AD 2 density of crane - 10-60 pairs/100 km2




Breeding population

The greatest density - 10-60 pairs/100 km?2 - was
indicated along the Northern part of the Warmla
and Mazury district. -

In the 10 marhs;tays m.g.grtant for the brrds-m ol

) Pdiarfd ‘thé himber: of the lécal populaflon is

~stiniated at 100-300 pairs.
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Method

The counts of cranes were carried out at
areas chosen by random selection all over
the country. Between 2001-2006 the =7 .~
re,s,eargﬁ ;ndflud'ed 27-31. ,tareas (the size of
-e.verycme =10x10 kllometers) Counts were
done at earl 0 rlng after listening of v0|ces
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The programme MFGP was coordinated
by Institute for Ornithology Pollsh -
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Academy of Science, m,,Gdamsk ¥
Sppns‘orqdfby' Chiéf Inspectorate for

“Envirohmental Protection and Institute for
Ornithology Po sh Academy of Science in
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Non breeding population

e No complex data

« Aclearincrease W S

* Flocks numbering more then 500 hirds appear '
on:krown sleeping places arid-feed on - -

* -’neighbouring fields during the whole vegetation

season.




Migratory population

* No exact and complete data
* Increase of the number of birds has been affirmed
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at the well known mainstays. - a
. Change&a:"e going Q'n‘dpn&"the small steeplng i

_pjﬁéesi.'s(amb “of them:are dlfsappearlng, other ones

“#ré ‘arising at 20-30 kilometres distance from those

left.
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. Sleeping places where more than 1000 cranes
were observed during migration season




The region of Warmia and Mazury is crucial for
Polish as well as European population of crane.
The area is inhabited by more then 30% of ~_ . ~ .-
breedmgpélrs that settle in Poland each year.

lln *al,mlmrfWal‘mla and M‘a‘zury congregate total of
35-4‘5f?1‘ousands of cranes in close to 21 different
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Complete monitoring of the migratory population is
being kept in the North-eastern part of Poland
within the project “Protection of crane’s roosting.
areas and feeding grounds inthe dlstrlct of
Wafmla‘and‘l\lla’zw'y in Polahd”

Sponsored by EkoFund Fundation and GEF/SGP
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Monitoring included 21 sleeping places and
32 feeding grounds connected with sleeping

grounds.
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With our project we would like to point out some
dangerous changes observed in biotopes
inhabited by crane as well as same main threats
for cranes.

* natural succession.

e drainage of marshes located among cultivated
fields.

 destruction of lake’s shorelines, which véry often -
are u,sed by cranes as.a m,ght-lgrounds W
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Legal protection (legislation)

Complete documentation for:
« 2 nature reserves
34 landscape protection areas




Landscape protected area
legislation prohibits alterations in
the methods of cultivation and urban
development such as:

- Prohibits changes In activities causing
' modification in water relation.

- Prohibits destruction of small reservoirs of
<</ water, old-river beds and wetlands.

s <F h|b|ts 3 .n ofvegetatlon




The most frequent threat is a receding water level.
The cranes abandoned some mainstay where
water level drastically changed. We decided that
the most important activity on our part is to stop
recession of water level. ThIS iIs why we pre_pare+ ;
tech mcal-prqecta to’ -e{ect btp{dlngs*and water
datﬁs |p sf.iected s199'p|ng places so the water
“Tevel |s‘?'na|nta|ned at a suitable level.
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* Increasing number of applications for
monetary compensation.

- * Increasing number of legal actions (or
lawsuits) filed in the courts.

Scare tactic forcing cranes to leave
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In an attempt to decrease conflicts
we establish artificial feeding
grounds.

On the feeding grounds we will have:
j Germmatmglgrowmg wheat (co_rn)
« ~Non-harvested grain




Satopy-Samulewo
y— an example of feeding ground.
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We have difficulties with introduction of an
artificial feeding ground

¢ large number of sleeping places and
connected with them feeding grounds.

*’\{-/a big dispersion of mainstays.




Thank you
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